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Press Review

EU Foreign Policy

BURUNDI/EU

L'Union européenne alloue € 95 millions au bénéfice de la population du Burundi, Délégation de
I’'Union européenne au Burundi, 20 octobre

ﬁ Wolfram Vetter m

#UE alloue €95M au bénefice de la
population #Burundi pr dvpt rural, nutrition,
sante & énergie @europeaid @eu_eeas
eeas.europa.eu/delegations/bu ...



https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/burundi/34249/node/34249_en
https://twitter.com/WolframVetter/status/921329513002340352

DRC/SWEDEN

a Helena Rietz m

#GreatLakes Summit in Brazzaville has
started. Situation in #DRCongo top priority
@AfricaSweMFA @SwedeninDRCongo

@SwedenUN

[ Moussa Faki Mahamat o/

P n Srazzaville for Heads of State Summit on Inti Cond of
24 *Gr 2 Gescuss security by
l aunt/en/p 233

& 4

DRC/UK

@ Simon Mustard

#DRC constitution is only 11 years old. Don't
need new one. Constitution and 31 Dec
agreement require #Elections not
constitutional change

& A

Central Africa — Great Lakes — African Union & other

regional institutions
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE GREAT LAKES REGION

Press statement of the Chairperson of the Commission on the upcoming summit of the International
conference on the Great Lakes region (ICGLR) in Brazzaville, African Union, 18 October //

Communique de presse du président de la commission sur le prochain sommet de la conference
internationale sur la région des grands lacs (CIRGL) a Brazzaville, Union africaine, 18 octobre



https://au.int/sites/default/files/pressreleases/33174-pr-pr20-au20chair20arrives20in20bzvl20for20202020202020icglr20summit201820oct.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/pressreleases/33174-pr-pr20-au20chair20arrives20in20bzvl20for20202020202020icglr20summit201820oct.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/pressreleases/33174-pr-pr_-au_chair_arrives_in_bzvl_for_icglr_summit_18_oct_fr.pdf
https://au.int/sites/default/files/pressreleases/33174-pr-pr_-au_chair_arrives_in_bzvl_for_icglr_summit_18_oct_fr.pdf
https://twitter.com/HelenaRietz/status/920762286201032710
https://twitter.com/SMustardFCO/status/921267075263365120
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@ UN Great Lakes
Communiqué final - Sommet des Chefs d'Etat T

de la @_icglr tenu ce 19 octobre a Brazzaville: T '
une autre montagne qui accouche d'une Le 7e Sommet ordinaire des chefs d'Etat de la

couris... #CIRGL en cours a Brazzaville en présence de
: = I'ONU, I'UA, la SADC et les leaders de la

ey = =y -

Grands Lacs : « Nos voisins continuent d’appuyer des groupes armés qui déstabilisent la RDC », Jeune
Afrique, 19 octobre

Mécanisme régional de suivi: Kabila a Brazzaville pour discuter notamment de la crise en RDC,
Actualite.cd, 19 octobre

DRC

Politics — Elections

TOP STORY RDC : Lambert Mende est a Bruxelles, malgré les sanctions européennes, Jeune Afrique,
19 octobre // RDC : Deux ONG belges désapprouvent I'octroi du visa a Lambert Mende, Actualite.cd,
19 octobre

- Visé par des sanctions de I'Union européenne qui lui interdisent de pénétrer sur le territoire
européen, le porte-parole du gouvernement congolais séjourne actuellement a Bruxelles.
Lambert Mende bénéficie d'une « dérogation » accordée par la Belgique.

RDC — Joseph Olenghankoy : « Le Premier ministre fait courir de graves risques au pays », Jeune
Afrique, 19 octobre

- Trois jours apres I'attaque de son domicile, a Kinshasa, le président du Conseil national de suivi
de I'accord (CNSA), Joseph Olenghankoy, s’interroge sur I’absence d’intervention de la police.

- Celui qui est censé surveiller I'avancée d’un processus électoral trés controversé ne cache plus
ses divergences avec le pouvoir.



http://www.jeuneafrique.com/484722/politique/grands-lacs-nos-voisins-continuent-dappuyer-des-groupes-armes-qui-destabilisent-la-rdc/
https://actualite.cd/2017/10/19/mecanisme-regional-de-suivi-kabila-a-brazzaville-pour-discuter-notamment-de-la-crise-en-rdc/
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/484858/politique/rdc-lambert-mende-est-a-bruxelles-malgre-les-sanctions-europeennes/
https://actualite.cd/2017/10/19/rdc-deux-ong-belges-desapprouvent-loctroi-visa-a-lambert-mende/
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/484729/politique/rdc-joseph-olenghankoy-le-premier-ministre-fait-courir-de-graves-risques-au-pays/
https://twitter.com/luchaRDC/status/921132751868301312
https://twitter.com/un_greatlakes/status/920954157196087298

RDC: 12 associations de la Société civile exigent la publication d’un calendrier électoral consensuel,
Actualite.cd, 19 octobre

Security

_ La RDC au Conseil des droits de I’hnomme : une victoire diplomatique en trompe I'ceil ?,
Jeune Afrique, 19 octobre

RDC: une dizaine de jeunes arrétés aprées des manifestations a Kinshasa, RFI, 20 octobre

Burundi

Political & Security crisis

Burundian refugees in DRC camps face food shortages, Al Jazeera, 19 October

Others

Les commercants ambulants doublement saignés, lwacu, 19 octobre

Rwanda
Politics & Security

Rwanda-France : ce qu’il faut savoir sur le nouveau témoin qui accuse Paul Kagame, Jeune Afrique,
18 octobre

News from EurAc network and from partner

organisations

- PRESS RELEASE : EurAc questions the recent decision of Belgium to grant a visa to Congolese
Minister for Communications and Media, despite EU sanctions, EurAc, 20 October 2017

The European network for Central Africa (EurAc) questions the recent decision of Belgium to grant a visa for
humanitarian purposes to Lambert Mende, Minister for Communications and Media and government spokesman
of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), despite European targeted sanctions, including a ban on entering
the European Union (EU), imposed on him in May this year.

Indeed, on May 29, 2017 the European Council adopted new conclusions on the situation in the DR Congo,
applying restrictive measures against 9 additional individuals holding positions of responsibility in the State
administration and in the security forces. Lambert Mende was added to the list of the targeted individuals, stated
to be “responsible for the repressive media policy applied in the DRC, which breaches the right to freedom of
expression and information and undermines a consensual and peaceful solution towards the holding of elections”.



https://actualite.cd/2017/10/19/rdc-12-associations-de-societe-civile-exigent-publication-dun-calendrier-electoral-consensuel/
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/484758/politique/la-rdc-au-conseil-des-droits-de-lhomme-une-victoire-diplomatique-en-trompe-loeil/
http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20171020-rdc-une-dizaine-jeunes-arretes-apres-manifestations-kinshasa
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/burundian-refugees-drc-camps-face-food-shortages-171019090251105.html
http://www.iwacu-burundi.org/les-commercants-ambulants-doublement-saignes/
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/484553/politique/rwanda-france-ce-quil-faut-savoir-sur-le-nouveau-temoin-qui-accuse-paul-kagame/
http://www.eurac-network.org/en/press-releases/eurac-questions-recent-decision-belgium-grant-visa-congolese-minister-communications
http://www.eurac-network.org/en/press-releases/eurac-questions-recent-decision-belgium-grant-visa-congolese-minister-communications
http://www.eurac-network.org/en/press-releases/new-briefing-democratic-processes-and-political-stalemate-great-lakes-region-stronger
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/05/29-rdc-sanctions/
https://www.sanctionsmap.eu/api/v1/pdf/regime?id%5b%5d=11&include%5b%5d=lists&lang=en

EU sanctions include, among other things, a ban on entering the EU. Mr. Mende has come to Brussels and as such
entered the EU territory on 19 October 2017. This appears incoherent with the restrictive measures imposed on
him on May 29, 2017. His visit risks to undermine the EU’s sanction regime towards the DRC and creates the
perception that it can easily be breached. Although the reason for the derogation granted to Mr. Mende by the
Belgian authorities was ‘humanitarian reasons’, it sends a wrong signal to all those Congolese citizens having
difficulties to obtain visa to enter the European Union for humanitarian reasons (medical, political or other).

Finally, it undermines the credibility of Belgium and of the EU as a whole as they seem to fail to comply with their
own decisions, setting a dangerous precedent which could endanger a future consistent and coherent application
of EU sanctions. The European Union, and Belgium in particular, should explain the reasons for this derogation.

- Les conséquences juridiques de l'ouverture de I'enquéte aprés le 27 Octobre 2017, La
Coalition Burundaise pour la CPl « CB CPI » Burundi-CPI
See joint piece// voir piéce jointe

Interesting statements, research, analysis &
campaigns

Spotlight: what works to prevent conflict in Africa?, ISS, 18 October

- ISS and Igarapé are mapping good practices in the Sahel, Great Lakes and Horn of Africa.

If you wish to subscribe to the EurAc Info Press Review, please fill in the online form here.
If you have any questions and/or you wish to unsubscribe to this mailing, contact us at info@eurac-

network.org.
To read past and today’s EurAc Info(s) in full, please visit our website here.

Best wishes,
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European network for Central Africa / Réseau européen pour I’Afrique Centrale - EurAc
115, rue Stevin — 1000 Brussels (Belgium)
Tel : 43227254770

www.eurac-network.org
Follow us on Twitter @Eurac_Net



mailto:https://actualite.cd/2017/10/19/lambert-mende-sejourne-a-bruxelles-derogation/
https://issafrica.org/impact/spotlight-what-works-to-prevent-conflict-in-africa?utm_source=BenchmarkEmail&utm_campaign=ISS+Weekly&utm_medium=email
http://www.eurac-network.org/en/eurac-info-press-review#footer
mailto:info@eurac-network.org
mailto:info@eurac-network.org
http://www.eurac-network.org/en/eurac-info-press-review
http://www.eurac-network.org/
https://twitter.com/EurAc_Net

