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Editorial by Camille Liewig, President of EurAc  

Camille Liewig
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About EurAc  

Secretariat  

Brune Mercier  

Director  

Giuseppe Cioffo  

Programme &  

Policy Officer   

Daniela Bishop  

Communication  

Officer   

Board of Directors (2019)  

Created in 2003, the European Network for Central Africa (EurAc) gathers member organisations from civil 

society in several European countries. These organisations work on and in the Great Lakes region. They 

support civil society organisations in Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Rwanda 

in their efforts to promote peace, the defence of human rights and development. 

EurAc’s mission is to carry out advocacy work towards the European Union (EU) to ensure a strong, 

coherent and sustainable engagement by the EU and its Member States, integrated to a regional 

approach, in order to help the Great Lakes region build a better future. 

■ Camille Liewig | Secours Catholique 

■ Véronique Paternostre | CNCD 11.11.11 

■ Joakim Wohlfeil | Diakonia 

■ Pieter-Jan Hamels | 11.11.11 

■ Samuel Pommeret | CCFD-Terre Solidaire 

■ Nikki De Zwaan | Cordaid  

■ Enkelada Papa | Franciscans International  

■ François Mercier | Fastenopfer  
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DR Congo 

Rwanda 

Burundi 

Objectives  

EurAc aims for peace, security, inclusive 

political participation, the sustainable 

and equitable management of natural 

resources as well as the full respect of 

human rights in the Great Lakes region, 

namely in the DR Congo, Rwanda and 

Burundi.  

Thematic priorities  

Peace & Security  

Because political and security tensions 

threaten stability, security and development in 

the Great Lakes region.  

Democracy & Human Rights  

Because political participation as well as civil 

and political rights and freedoms in the Great 

Lakes region are under attack, particularly 

around the electoral cycles.  

Natural Resources  

Because the sustainable and equitable 
management of natural resources can 
constitute a significant lever for reducing 
poverty and for stability.  

Theory of change  

If EurAc is a strong, legitimate, 

coordinated, well-known and 
recognised network  

If it is able to make the voices 

of CSOs from Burundi, Rwanda 
and DRC heard and taken into 
consideration by EU decision-
makers at all levels 

If it has an influential position 

on human rights, inclusive 
political participation, security, 
peace building and 
management of natural 
resources 

Then the EU and its Member 

States will develop and 
implement strong and 
coherent policies in these 
domains in the three countries. 

5  
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EurAc ’s members  
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Countries  
of origin  

■ Belgium (13) 

■ France (5) 

■ Germany (1) 

■ Ireland (1) 

■ Italy (1) 

■ The Netherlands (4)  

■ Norway (1) 

■ Spain (2) 

■ Sweden (2) 

■ Switzerland (4) 

■ UK (1) 

■ International (2) 
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FOCUS | Policy brief on human rights in 
the DR Congo  

12 policy briefs, letters & 

statements to EU policy 

and decision- makers, no-

tably on the DRC Univer-

sal Periodic Review & CE-

DAW report and on EU 

support to AU Human 

Rights Observers in Bu-

rundi 

 DR Congo new presidency and Universal Periodic Review 

(UPR): urging the EU and its Member States to issue strong 

recommendations on the human rights situation in the 

country, 25 March 2019.  

The 2019 cycle of the UPR of the DRC took place in a particular 

political context. EurAc and the CCPR-Centre stressed that the 

apparent political alternance should not lead to minimising the 

alarming human rights situation in the country.  

The objective of the joint policy brief was to call on the EU and its 

member states to issue strategic recommendations during the 

upcoming UPR of the DRC, notably on: 

■ Citizen’s participation in public life and electoral process 

■ The shrinking civic and media space 

■ Women’s participation in political life 

■ Sustainable and fair management of natural resources 

(especially on customary and indigenous land rights, and 

in the extractive sector) 

■ The fight against corruption 

Position papers  

In 2019, EurAc sent out 12 

policy briefs, letters & 

statements to EU policy and 

decision-makers, notably on 

the DRC elections results 

and on EU support to 

African Union (AU)’s Human 

Rights Observers in Burundi.  

https://www.eurac-network.org/sites/default/files/joint_policy_brief_dr_congo_new_presidency_and_universal_periodic_review_urging_the_eu_and_its_member_states_to_issue_strong_recommendations_on_the_human_rights_situation_in_the_country_0.pdf
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FOCUS | Memorandums: EU legislature 
2019-2024  

In June 2019, EurAc published two memorandums on 

democracy, human rights and natural resources respectively 

in the DRC and in Rwanda.  

In doing so, EurAc aimed to provide newly elected Members of 

the European Parliament (MEPs) with an overview of the main 

challenges and dynamics shaping the Great Lakes region and 

both countries, as well as with concrete and actionable 

recommendations.  

The memorandums focused on EU interventions on the 

shrinking civic and political spaces, human rights violations, 

governance crisis, corruption, agriculture, insecurity, conflict 

minerals sourcing, among other issues.   

The objective was to remind the EU institutions of their 

fundamental values and engagements to promote and 

strengthen human rights, peace, development, inclusive 

political participation and the sustainable management of 

natural resources in both countries.   

11  

https://www.eurac-network.org/sites/default/files/eurac_memorandum2019_drc_web_1.pdf
https://www.eurac-network.org/sites/default/files/eurac_memorandum2019_rwanda_web.pdf
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Promoting gender equality: European 
rhetoric in view of the facts  

 Challenges and lessons learned for transformative 

European support for women’s political and civic 

participation in the DRC and in Rwanda.  

In this report published in December 2019, EurAc focusses on 

the strategies and actions undertaken by the EU, Switzerland, 

France and Belgium for enhancing women’s political and civic 

participation and their presence in decision-making bodies at 

all levels.  

Cultural beliefs and stereotypes play an important role in 

witholding women from taking on an active role in public life. 

However, institutional and legal frameworks can play a major 

role in enabling the participation of women. The report also 

scrutinises the EU Gender Action Plan, identifiying significant 

challenges in its implementation in partner countries.  

It suggests concrete actions and recommendations for the 

implementation of a truly transformative approach for the 

inclusion of women and and calls on the EU, Switzerland, 

France and Belgium to intensify their efforts in this domain.  

FOCUS | Report on women ’s political 
and civic participation  

https://www.eurac-network.org/sites/default/files/20191204_eurac_genderreport_en_vf_web.pdf
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FOCUS | Public conference on women ’s participation  

Françoise Mukuku 

Gender expert  

Together with Cordaid, EurAc organised a public conference in The Hague in order to promote and 

discuss the contents of the report on women’s political and civic participation in the DRC and in 

Rwanda.  

Congolese gender expert Françoise Mukuku gave her insights on gender equality in the political and civic 

spheres in the DRC. Fidèle Rutayisire, RWAMREC’s director, discussed his work on positive masculinities in 

Rwanda. Cordaid’s gender expert Anne Kwakkenbos shared her experience in the domain and Maurice 

Paulussen from the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs gave his insights as the coordinating policy officer 

within the Great Lakes team.  

https://www.eurac-network.org/sites/default/files/20191204_eurac_publicconference_genderreport_1129.pdf
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FOCUS | Workshop and public conference on the EU Regulation 
on responsible mineral sourcing  

14  

On 29 and 30 April 2019, EurAc and its partners* organised a day workshop to draft recommendations 

jointly with civil society organisations from the DRC and Colombia, two countries with large extractive 

sectors and affected by violent conflicts, and their European counterparts. A public conference followed 

to share these recommendations with EU policy makers.  

Given the important role played by local actors in producing countries to ensure transparent production 

chains, it is of great importance that their points of view on the implementation of the EU Regulation and 

on its accompanying measures are heard.  

Participants discussed the state of implementation of the Regulation and the risks, opportunities and 

challenges it offers as well as its accompanying measures for communities and miners in their respective 

countries. EurAc and the co-organisers published a report detailing the recommendations produced during 

the workshop.  

* Partners: Cordaid, GermanWatch, Heinrich Böll Stiftung Bogotá, Justice & Paix, OENZ.  

https://www.eurac-network.org/sites/default/files/2019_eurac_report_workshopresponsiblemineralsourcing_vf.pdf
https://www.eurac-network.org/en/agenda/public-conference-eu-regulation-responsible-mineral-sourcing-and-its-accompanying-measures
https://www.eurac-network.org/sites/default/files/2019_eurac_report_workshopresponsiblemineralsourcing_vf.pdf
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FOCUS | Training in EU advocacy  
for civil society from the Great 
Lakes  

Each year, EurAc organises a training to help civil society 

actors and pro-democracy activists better understand the 

functioning of the European Union so to frame effective 

advocacy messages and to link-up with relevant actors 

within EU institutions.  

Objectives  

■ Strengthen civil society’s capacity to advocate at the EU 

level 

■ Create links with civil society members from the Great 

Lakes region 

Theory mixed with practice  

The training’s formula is what makes it a success: a 

combination of theory and practice. Participants received 

information on advocacy strategy, on the European Union’s 

institutions and their positions on the Great Lakes region, as 

well as practical advocacy tools and tips for communicating 

effectively. This was followed by meetings with 11 decision 

makers (either from the EU or Member States). 

A participant to the 

2019 training 

15  

https://www.eurac-network.org/en/training
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EurAc in the media  

Press releases  

EurAc strives to collaborate with the press so to give 

visibility to its advocacy messages. In 2019, EurAc 

published 6 press releases:  

■ 2 within the DRC’s post-electoral context 

■ 2 on women’s rights in the DRC  

■ 1 regarding the publication of the 2019 memorandums 

■ 1 in reaction to France having resumed its cooperation 

with Burundi  

Press coverage  

EurAc was featured in 4 articles and 1 radio interview in 

EU and international newspapers.  

Following the press release in July on France having 

resumed its cooperation with Burundi, EurAc was 

mentioned by Le Monde as well as by the Burundian 

media Radio RPA.  

EurAc’s expertise on natural resources was solicited  by 

France24 for an article about food insecurity in Rwanda, 

and by Una Città as well as by Radio24 regarding conflict 

minerals. 

https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2019/07/30/france-burundi-une-reprise-de-cooperation-discrete-qui-fache_5494922_3212.html
https://www.rpa.bi/index.php/2011-08-15-07-10-58/politique/item/6533-la-societe-civile-europeenne-demande-a-la-france-d-annuler-sa-decision-d-assister-le-gouvernement-du-burundi
https://www.france24.com/fr/20190405-rwanda-prouesses-economie-agriculture-paul-kagame-25ans-genocide-essor
http://www.unacitta.it/newsite/intervista.asp?id=2690
https://www.radio24.ilsole24ore.com/programmi/luogo-lontano/puntata/speciale-i-5-elementi-terra-150535-AC6L0fy?refresh_ce=1
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EurAc Info  

EurAc Info is our weekly newsletter and press review on the topics 

of human rights and democracy, peace, security, and natural 

resources in the Great Lakes region.  

Follow us, and...  

■ Keep track of our 

activities  and 

advocacy messages 

■ Stay informed about 

our member’s 

activities in and on the 

Great Lakes region  

■ Get information on 

and from the Great 

Lakes region 

@EurAc_Net  

More than  

2,000 followers! 

17  

What's in there?   

1) The latest news on Burundi, Rwanda and the DR Congo, as well as 

European policy on this region 

2) The latest reports, invitations to events, articles and info from 

EurAc and its member organisations 

3) The latest reports and press releases from local civil society 

organisations 

4) Interesting reads, statements, research, campaign documents, etc. 

Twitter  

In other words...  

EurAc Info is a valuable tool for 

anyone who is interested in 

receiving regular updates on the 

Great Lakes region and/or on 

EurAc’s advocacy work.   

Subscribe!  

► eurac-network.org/en/

eurac-info-newsletter  

https://www.eurac-network.org/en/eurac-info-newsletter
https://twitter.com/eurac_net
https://twitter.com/eurac_net
https://www.eurac-network.org/en/eurac-info-newsletter
https://www.eurac-network.org/en/eurac-info-newsletter
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In 2019, EurAc’s only income sources stemmed from its members.  In addition to annual membership fees 

(88%), some members contributed to specific projects (12%) such as the organisation of public 

conferences and the publication of policy reports.  

Most expenses went to human resources (67%), followed by advocacy activities (15%), operating costs 

(13%), institutional costs (3%) and communication and fundraising (2%).  

Reserves had to be used to fill the gap between income and expenses.  

Financial situation  

Revenues 2019 € 
Membership fees  166.226 

Additional members contribution 
(through specific projects) 

22.156 

Total 188.382 

    

Expenses 2019 € 
Human Resources 138.873,21 

Operating costs 28.165,18 

Institutional costs 5.895,06 

Communication & Fundraising 3.619,74 

Advocacy activities 31.803,41 

Total 208.356,60 

Reserves used 19.975 

Human Resources 

Operating costs 

Institutional costs 

Communication & 

Fundraising 

Advocacy activities 
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Want to join the network?  

Organisations  

Organisations must be NGOs based in 

geographical Europe working on or in the Great 

Lakes region of Africa, more specifically Rwanda, 

Burundi, and the DR Congo, in any of EurAc’s 

thematic areas. 

Individual members  

EurAc also welcomes individual membership. 

Individuals can be anyone based in a European 

country (geographical Europe) with a particular 

interest in or work experience in the Great Lakes.  

Benefits  

■ EurAc as a network holds a solid and multi-faceted expertise and has long-standing relations with key 

local civil society actors from the Great Lakes region, as well as policy and decision-makers in EU 

institutions, in EU capital cities and in United Nations agencies.  

■ EurAc is in a unique position to monitor EU relations with the Great Lakes region and to send clear and 

fact-based messages that can shape the EU agenda and actions in accordance with the network’s 

mission and principles.  

More information on:  
eurac-network.org/en/become-eurac-member 

https://www.eurac-network.org/en/become-eurac-member
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EurAc | European Network for Central Africa  

Rue Stevin 115, 1000 Brussels (Belgium)  

info@eurac-network.org 

www.eurac-network.org 

Twitter: @EurAc_Net  

LinkedIn: European Network for Central Africa (EurAc) 

 

Credit pictures: Frederic Triest | Giuseppe Cioffo | Daniela Bishop 

mailto:info@eurac-network.org
https://www.eurac-network.org/en/eurac-info-press-review-great-lakes-region-eurac-network
https://twitter.com/eurac_net
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-network-for-central-africa-eurac-/

