
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Press Review 

EU Foreign Policy 
EU/AFRICA  Moves towards a Joint EU Defence Package  

Mogherini welcomes further progress on EU security and defence agenda, EEAS, 18th May  

- EU defence ministers today took a number of key decisions to push forward the EU security 

and defence agenda 

- The ministers backed a Military Planning and Conduct Capability within the European Union 

Military Staff in Brussels that will assume responsibilities at the strategic level for the 

operational planning and conduct of the European Union’s non-executive military missions  

 

 

EurAc Info 

Daily Press Review on the Great Lakes region & EurAc network 

19th May 2017 

 

https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/26489/mogherini-welcomes-further-progress-eu-security-and-defence-agenda_en
https://twitter.com/eu_eeas/status/865161868586954752


 
Burundi/EU 

 

[Feature Story] L'Union européenne contribue à la sécurité alimentaire des populations du Burundi 

Délégation de l’Union Européenne au Burundi, 11 mai  

 

 

Rwanda/EU/Sweden 

 

 

 

 

France/Africa 

 

HIGHLIGHT France: Franck Paris, le nouveau «Monsieur Afrique» d'Emmanuel Macron, Radio France 

International, 19 mai  

 

Switzerland/Burundi 

 

INTERVIEW Swizz ambassador for Burundi, Ralf Heckner 

Je sens une fragilité accrue au Burundi” dit l’ambassadeur de Suisse au Burundi, Iwacu, 16 mai  

 

 

https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/burundi/25931/lunion-europ%C3%A9enne-contribue-%C3%A0-la-s%C3%A9curit%C3%A9-alimentaire-des-populations-du-burundi_fr
http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20170518-france-franck-paris-nouveau-monsieur-afrique-emmanuel-macron
http://www.iwacu-burundi.org/je-sens-une-fragilite-accrue-au-burundi-dit-lambassadeur-de-suisse-au-burundi/
http://www.iwacu-burundi.org/je-sens-une-fragilite-accrue-au-burundi-dit-lambassadeur-de-suisse-au-burundi/
https://twitter.com/NARwanda/status/865203988387561472
https://twitter.com/actionaidrwanda/status/865293283035156480


 

DRC 
Politics – Elections 

Jean Bamanisa : “La RDC doit revisiter rapidement son système fiscal”, Actualite.cd, 18 mai  
- Jean Bamanisa Saidi demande au gouvernement congolais d’œuvrer pour la révision du 

système fiscal du pays. 

 

Security 

TOP STORY: DRC Investigation in UN expert killings  

'No army or police officer involved in UN experts killings' in Kasai, DRC investigation finds’, 
International Business Times, 19th May  

- A Congolese official has revealed the first findings of a formal investigation into the murders of 

two United Nations (UN) experts in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)'s restive Kasaï 

Central province 

- "No military or police officer is involved in the killings of two UN experts in Kasaï last March," 

said Colonel René Kanyinda, senior military auditor of Kananga 

- During a briefing to the press, Kanyinda confirmed the arrest of two militiamen suspected of 

involvement in the killings. 

 

 

https://actualite.cd/2017/05/18/jean-bamanisa-rdc-revisiter-rapidement-systeme-fiscal/
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/no-army-police-officer-involved-un-experts-killings-kasai-drc-investigation-finds-1622381
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/un-urged-open-investigation-murders-drc-human-rights-investigators-1614248
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/un-urged-open-investigation-murders-drc-human-rights-investigators-1614248
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/topics/drc
https://twitter.com/kinshasaweb/status/865508219791134722


TOP STORY: DRC JAIL BREAK/ Evasion à Makala  

 Evasion à la prison de Makala en RDC: plus de 4600 détenus seraient en fuite, Radio France 
Internationale, 18 mai //Tensions in DRC capital Kinshasa amid ongoing security operations to 
capture Makala prison escapees, International Business Times, 18th May 

 

RDC : L’ONU accuse les FARDC d’être responsables d’un nombre « alarmant d’exécutions extra-

judiciaires », Actualite.CD, 18 mai   

 

- Le Bureau Conjoint des Nations Unies aux Droits de l’Homme dit avoir enregistré une forte 

augmentation du nombre d’exécutions sommaires ou extra-judiciaires documentées, en avril 

2017. 

 

 

HIGHLIGHT RDC : les couacs de la Monusco pour assurer la sécurité du docteur Mukwege, Le monde, 

18 mai 

Natural resources 

HIGHLIGHT Congo plans to re-introduce mining code revision next week, Reuters Africa, 19th May  

 

Banro Corporation: Armed Attack Forces DRC Mine Closure, Mining Business Media, 19th May   

- Canadian miner Banro has suspended operations at its Namoya gold mine in DR Congo 

following attempts by armed intruders to enter the mine camp that resulted in the deaths of 

one intruder, a police officer and military member. 

 

http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20170518-evasion-prison-malaka-rdc-plus-4600-detenus-fuite?ref=tw
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/tensions-drc-capital-kinshasa-amid-ongoing-security-operations-capture-makala-prison-escapees-1622193?utm_campaign=/tensions-drc-capital-kinshasa-amid-ongoing-security-operations-capture-makala-prison-escapees-1622193
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/tensions-drc-capital-kinshasa-amid-ongoing-security-operations-capture-makala-prison-escapees-1622193?utm_campaign=/tensions-drc-capital-kinshasa-amid-ongoing-security-operations-capture-makala-prison-escapees-1622193
https://actualite.cd/2017/05/18/rdc-lonu-accuse-fardc-detre-responsables-dun-nombre-alarmant-dexecutions-extra-judiciaires/
https://actualite.cd/2017/05/18/rdc-lonu-accuse-fardc-detre-responsables-dun-nombre-alarmant-dexecutions-extra-judiciaires/
http://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2017/05/18/rdc-les-hesitations-de-la-monusco-pour-assurer-la-securite-du-docteur-mukwege_5130074_3212.html
file:///C:/Users/Julie%20Capoulade/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/3EXKS09R/Congo%20plans%20to%20re-introduce%20mining%20code%20revision%20next%20week
http://www.miningbusiness.net/content/banro-corporation-armed-attack-forces-drc-mine-closure
https://twitter.com/soniarolley/status/865339780288086016


Others 

La RDC transfère Joshua French condamné pour espionnage et meurtre vers la Norvège, Jeune 

Afrique, 18 mai 

- Les autorités congolaise ont renvoyé vers Oslo ce mercredi un ex-soldat de nationalité 

norvégienne et britannique, incarcéré depuis 2009 en RDC pour des faits d'espionnage et 

d'homicide, d'après une annonce d'Oslo. 

- Selon le ministre norvégien des Affaires étrangères Børge Brende, Joshua French a été 

transféré en Norvège pour raisons « humanitaires ». 

 

 

Burundi 
Political & Security crisis 

 

TOP STORY : FORCED DISAPPEARANCES  
L'ONU se penche sur les disparitions forcées au Burundi, Deutsche Welle, 18 mai 
 
 

HIGHLIGHT Burundi: Regional leaders must prioritize ongoing human rights crisis, HRW, 19th May 

 

Police accuse Amizero y’Abarundi MP of supporting criminals, Iwacu, 19 mai  

- The police spokesman accuses Térence Manirambona, MP elected in the political coalition 

Amizeroy’Abarundi of supporting a group of criminals responsible for many crimes 

committed in Gitega.  

- The MP rejects these accusations which he describes unfounded. 

 

 

http://www.jeuneafrique.com/439620/societe/rdc-transfere-joshua-french-condamne-espionnage-meurtre-vers-norvege/
http://www.dw.com/fr/lonu-se-penche-sur-les-disparitions-forc%C3%A9es-au-burundi/a-38883830
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/05/burundi-regional-leaders-must-prioritize-ongoing-human-rights-crisis/
http://www.iwacu-burundi.org/englishnews/police-accuse-amizero-yabarundi-mp-of-supporting-criminals/
https://twitter.com/ckyenge/status/864538130791182339


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rwanda 
Politics & Security 

TOP STORY Interview with Paul Kagame on up-coming election//Entretien avec Paul Kagame  

Rwanda: Kagame Speaks Out On Upcoming Election, Rwanda's Vision, New Times, 19th May 

- On the evening of Friday August 4, when the results of presidential election will be released in 
Kigali, commentators are unlikely to be surprised. 

http://www.newtimes.co.rw/section/article/2017-05-19/212705/
https://twitter.com/RFIAfrique/status/865508897884299265


- Unless there is an unexpected occurrence, their only job will be to compare the percentage 
with which Paul Kagame will have been re-elected, with previous elections. 

- Frank Habineza, leader of the Green Democratic Party (the only opposition party authorized 
in the last four years) is the only one who can hope to reach 5 per cent of the votes. 

 

 

Parliament elects EALA representatives today, New Times, 19th May  

- PARLIAMENT is expected to elect the country’s nine representatives to the East African 
Legislative Assembly (EALA) today. 

- Five of Rwanda’s current nine representatives to the Assembly are not eligible for re-election, 
according to the EALA Election Act 2011. 

 

Others 

Germany commits Rwf75bn to Rwanda’s development plans, New Times, 19th May  

- The Government of Rwanda and the Federal Republic of Germany have concluded 

development cooperation negotiations that will see the latter disburse €81 million (about 

Rwf75 billion). 

- The three-year intergovernmental negotiations (IGN) framework will see Germany continue 

to support key government priorities such as education, governance and decentralisation, 

private sector development, youth employment as well as financial sector development. 

 

Interesting statements, research, analysis & 

campaigns 

Research/Poll 

 

CRG/BERCI Poll: A Troubled Transition in the DR Congo 

The poll supports the following conclusions: 

- A clear majority of Congolese supports the New Year’s Eve agreement and believes the ruling 

coalition is to blame for the current political impasse. 

http://www.newtimes.co.rw/section/article/2017-05-19/212701/
http://www.newtimes.co.rw/section/article/2017-05-19/212703/
http://congoresearchgroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/CRGBERCI-poll-Feb-April-2017.pdf


- However, public opinion is evenly split in its support for the nomination of Bruno Tshibala as 

prime minister. 

Le sondage propose les conclusions suivantes: 

- En février 2017, une nette majorité des Congolais pense que Kabila aurait dû quitter le 

pouvoir le 19 décembre 2016, soutient l’Accord de la Saint Sylvestre  et estime que la coalition 

au pouvoir est à l’origine de l'impasse politique actuelle. 

- Cependant, l'opinion publique est presque également divisée sur son soutien à la nomination 

de Bruno Tshibala en tant que premier ministre. 

Analysis 

Burundi, chronologie d'une crise, Deutsche Welle, 12 mai 

- Chronology of the crisis in Burundi since April 2015 

 

http://www.dw.com/fr/burundi-chronologie-dune-crise/g-19407054

